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Our Ref: T:\WP\Pastoral\MSt\Yr 11 Festival of Futures - Parent.docx 
 
Dear Year 11 parent/carer 
 
We know that this past few months is not what any of us planned for or expected. We also know that this has been a 
strange time for you and your child to navigate with so many unanswered questions. We cannot change this strange 
situation but what we can do is prepare them as best we can for the next stage of their journey so that they are ready 
for the months ahead. For many of them that will mean further education at local colleges. We want to help prepare 
you and them for all that is coming in the next few months. 
 
Today, there has been a national launch of ‘The Festival of Futures’ from PiXL – a service we subscribe too for Year 11 
students. Like a festival, they will be able to explore some of the areas that will help them as they start their Post 16 
studies. Each area comes with some resources for them to work through and explore. There is a logbook that comes 
with it too for them to record what they have done, what they have learned and their thoughts about their learning or 
questions they have. They could be discussing this logbook at their induction or at the start of Year 12. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Although there are many areas within the festival, I have tailor made it for them. I have sent a similar letter to them via 
ShowMyHomework about how to access it. I have asked that they join the Google Classroom I have made for them, 
download the festival map and Lockdown Evidence Portfolio and then go off and explore the ‘festival’ zones. 
 
I thought it would be good to summarise each zone for you so you can best direct and encourage your child to engage 
with these fantastic set of resources. 
 

Zone 1 – Lost and Found Should your child still be doubting their choices at 
college, this area will support them with that 

Zone 2 – The transition stage Two simple documents which have useful activities 
that look at their next steps for college but also 
beyond to University. 

Zone 3 – The Gateway Main Stage A great set of 6 lessons and videos that will help 
them to think about how they will start Year 12 in 
terms of skills. For example, there is a lesson on time 
management and another on study skills. A really 
useful set of resources here. 

Zone 5 – The Gateway Rainbow Show Subject specific progression booklets. It gives an idea 
of what topics might be covered on the course, what 
equipment is needed and reading lists. 

Zone 6 – The Gateway Marquee This is my favourite zone. This has approximately 3 
master classes and resources for a range of subjects. 
There is also a document to allow your child to come 
up with next steps – useful discussion tool for their 
tutor. It also shows that they’ve been proactive. 

Zone 7 – Wellbeing Zone Here you will find resources to support a healthy 
mind and to support their general health. A really 
important drop in, particularly at this time. 

Zone 8 – Food Zone Like any good festival we have a food zone. A range 
of recipe cards, videos and healthy snacks which 
they could make when they’ve got a full day at 
college! 

 
I appreciate your child may have received work already from their college and some of these resources may also start to 
come from them, but in case they don’t I want to be able to offer the opportunity of sharing these with you. 
 
Please take care and I hope your child has fun at the Festival! 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Mrs L Mills 
Senior Assistant Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 

 


